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Introduced in 1977 and completely revised in 1994, these bestselling photographic field guides have

become the birding bibles of more than four million enthusiasts. Virtually every bird found in North

America is brought to life in a full-color photograph and with textual information on the bird's voice,

nesting habits, habitat, range, and interesting behaviors. Accompanying range maps; overhead

flight silhouettes; sections on bird-watching, accidental species, and endangered birds make these

the most comprehensive field guides to birds available.  Note: the Western Edition covers the Rocky

Mountain range and all the states to the west of it, while the Eastern Edition generally covers states

east of the Rocky Mountains.
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The National Audubon Society has long been respected as, among other things, the publisher of a

series of top-notch field guides to the natural world in North America. Their volumes include birds,

trees, butterflies, insects and spiders, wildflowers, mammals, rocks and minerals, mushrooms, fish...

you name it. Several of the books are specific to geographic regions. This review is of the National

Audubon Society FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDS - WESTERN EDITION.This book is compact; it

measures 4" x 7-1/2" x 1-1/2" thick, just the right size to fit into your pocket or day-pack if you're

inclined to take it on a walk.It's very thoughtfully and logically organized with four major sections, as

follows:INTRODUCTIONThis includes a discussion of both the art and science of birding and the

organization of the book. It includes a highly detailed rendering of a "typical" bird with all the

anatomical points used in the book identified by their common names.ORGANIZATIONThe avian



kingdom is broken down into categories (long-legged waders, gull-like birds, owls, pigeon-like birds,

hawks, tree-clinging birds, hummingbirds, perching birds, and so on.) Each category is assigned a

silhouette. The categories are further broken down into families. So, in the category of hawks, we

have ospreys, caracaras, vultures, hawks, falcons, harriers, kites, and eagles. Each family has its

own silhouette symbol.COLOR KEYEach color plate page has a thumb index with the silhouetted

symbol for the birds on that page. The birds are arranged within their families by their predominant

color, and the silhouettes are colored accordingly, to make it even easier to find your bird.COLOR

PLATESThis is a series of color photographs of 676 birds.
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